
FOLLOW THESE STEPS IF YOU’RE IN AN ACCIDENT, SEE SMOKE, 
FLAMES, OR SMELL BURNING COMING FROM YOUR EV.

WHAT TO DO IN AN 

EV ACCIDENT

What should you do if you’re in an accident, 

see smoke, flames, or smell burning coming 

from your EV? Here are some actions to take 

according to the NFPA:

• First, pull over as soon as you can safely 

and move to a safe location off the road.

• Once you are stopped, turn off the engine 

and get everyone out of the car. Do not 

return to the burning car for anything.

• Get everyone at least 100 feet from the 

burning car and well away from traffic. If 

you can, go where the wind blows away 

from the vehicle.

• Call 911 or your local emergency number 

and tell them there is an EV involved.

A F T E R  A N  A C C I D E N T

Electric vehicles (EVs) are gaining traction in the United 

States. If you drive an EV or are considering buying one, 

there are unique safety items to know.

First, it can be helpful to remember that EVs seem to 

hold up well in simulated crashes. According to CBS 

News, tests done by the Insurance Institute for Highway 

Safety (IIHS) showed that EVs are durable because their 

batteries make them heavier, offering better protection 

to those sitting inside.

You might be wondering about the fire safety risk of the 

lithium-ion batteries associated with EVs. While there 

are fewer EV fires than internal combustion engine fires, 

EV fires can pose unique challenges.

According to the National Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA), damaged or defective lithium-ion batteries can 

enter a state called thermal runaway. That means the 

battery cells begin heating up uncontrollably, spreading 

from one battery cell to another and leading to a fire. In 

addition, these batteries can release toxic and flammable 

gasses that could lead to an explosion.


